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CONPIDENTIAL JERUSALEM 1267 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, SHUM, IS, JO 

SUBJ: SHAKE-UP IN WEST BANK MILGOV - WEST BANK REACTION 
REF: (A) JERUSALEM 1256; (B) JERUSALEM 386 

SUMMARY: THE SHAKE-UP IN THE WEST BANK MILGOV AS A RESULT OP THE 
COVER-UP OP THE BEIT JALA INCIDENT HAS BEEN GREETED WITH UNCONCEALED 
DELIGHT BY WEST BANK PALESTINIANS. OPTIMISTS BELIEVE THAT MILGOV 
OPFICIALS IN GENERAL WILL NOW THINK AGAIN BEPORE RESORT TO UNNECES- 
SARY PORCE. SKEPTICS RELIEVE WEIZMAN HAS MERELY ATTENDED TO 
PUBLIC RELATIONS OR WANTS TO EASE INTO SEEP RULE. ACCOUNTABILITY, 
DISCIPLINE AND HONESTY IN IDE OPERATION AS MUCH A FACTOR IN WEIZMAN 
ACTION AS THE EXCESSIVE USE OF FORCE IN THE ORIGINAL INDIGENT. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. SACKING OP WEST BANK MILGOV AND COURTMARTIAL OP BETHLEHEM 
DISTRICT MILGOV AND HIS DEPUTY HAVE BEEN GREETED WITH UNCONCEALED 
DELIGHT BY WEST BANK PALESTINIANS. BATHLEHEM ULTRA- 
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MODERATE MAJOR ELIAS FREIJ, WHO HAS LONG HAD HIS 
DIPFICULTIES WITH THE BETHLEHEM MILGOV, CREDITED THE 
"VIRTUAL COUP D'ETAT" TO "TIME" CORRESPONDENT DON 
NEPP WHOM HE PROPOSES TO MAKE AN HONORARY CITIZEN OP 
BETHELEHEM. BETHLEHEM'S MUNICIPAL SECRETARY CALLED 
THE DECISION A POSITIVE STEP WHICH SHOULD MEET WITH A 
POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM WEST BANKERS. 
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3. NABLUS UNRWA OFFICER USIF RIDDA SAID HE BELIEVED 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES WILL NOW "THINK A HUNDRED TIMES" 

BEEORE RESORTING TO INDISCRIMINATE EORCE. POINTING 
OUT THAT USE OF TEAR GAS IN UNRWA SCHOOLS WAS NO 
NOVELTY, RIDDA DREW OBVIOUS CONCLUSION THAT A PICTURE 
IN "TIME" WAS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS OF PROTEST BY 
WEST BANKERS. SIGNIFICANTLY, RIDDA GAVE A RELATIVELY 
MILD ACCOUNT OF THE IDF'S CONDUCT DURING THE SIX-DAY 
CUREEW IN NABLUS WHICH ENDED MAY 2. 

4. A EEW WEST BANKERS FOUND A PIT IN THE OLIVE. 

BETHLEHEM'S DEPUTY MAYOR OPINED THAT ISRAEL WAS MERELY 
TRYING TO WRAP THE OCCUPATION IN A VEIL OF DEMOCRACY 

TO RESTORE ITS IMAGE BADLY-DAMAGED IN WESTERN EYES. 

THE MUNICIPAL LAWYER SUGGESTED THAT WEIZMAN WAS ACTUALLY 
PREPARING A BETTER CLIMATE EOR UNILATERAL IMPOSITION 
OF BEGIN'S AUTONOMY SCHEME. 

5. ACCORDING TO STRINGER FOR THE "CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR" 
(WHO FIRST GAVE US SOTRY YESTERDAY) WEIZMAN MADE HIS 
DECISION TO SACK WEST BANK MILGOV HAGOEL IN THE EVENING 

OF MAY 2. WEIZMAN WAS ANGERED BY HAGOEL'S FAILURE TO REPORT 
FULLY AND ACCURATELY ABOUT THE ORIGINAL BEIT JALA 
INCIDENT AND ABOUT A LEAK TO RADIO ISAREL APRIL 2. THAT 
THE DEPUTY MILGOV OP BETHLEHEM HAD BEEN REPRIMANDED. 
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THE LATTER, WEIZMAN REPORTEDLY FELT, WAS AN ATTEMPT 
BY HAGOEL TO MAKE THE SUBORDINATE A SCAPEGOAT. AS 
PART OP AN ATTEMPT TO RESTORE IDF CREDIBILITY, WEIZMAN 
HAS DECIDED TO ABOLISH THE POSITION OP WEST BANK MILGOV 
SPOKESMAN AND CHARGE HIS OWN SPOKESMAN WITH INVESTIGATING 
MATTERS RAISED BY JOURNALIST, OUR SOURCE REPORTS. 

6. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH WEIZMAN HAD MAD SOME CONCILIATORY 
GESTURES TO WEST BANK PALESTINIANS ON FEBRUARY 8, (REPTEL B) 
WE SUSPECT HIS ACTION ARE AIMED MORE AT MAINTAINING 

THE INTEGRITY AND DISCIPLINE OP THE IDF THAN CHANGING 
FUNDAMENTALLY THE CONDUCT OF THE OCCUPATION. NEVER- 
THELESS, IF THE STANDING ORDERS WHICH THE BETHLEHEM 
MILGOV ALLEGEDLY DISOBEYED BECOME PUBLIC KNOLEDGE, 

THEN PROSPECTS FOR ACCOUNTABILITY MIGHT IMPROVE. KRUSE 
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